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Hello EUSAC! We're finally gearing up for diving again - trip plans are being
made, the club compressors have been serviced, the regulators will soon be
returning, and the newsletter is here to get you all caught up.

It’s been a while. I hope everyone has been staying sane and is excited to get
back in the water soon. As the 15 people outdoors for organised sport has been
introduced, diving can now finally commence in our local area! 

Since our last newsletter we’ve had our AGM and our committee for 2021-22 has
been announced. The club will be in safe hands with our new President, Robyn!!
I’m so pleased that we have a full committee including 3 new members to spice
things up. It’s so great to see people getting involved even after the year we’ve
had. 

Just wanted to say thank you to everyone who’s helped this year - instructors
who helped last semester, held diving webinars and theory lectures, trip
organisers, training, socials and other exciting campaigns like our secret scuba -
we’ve achieved a lot! And finally thank you for everyone for bearing with whilst
we’ve tried to navigate this year.

There are lots of plans to continue development of the club as well as first and
foremost to get all things diving and training (and socialising) going again.
Critically, we want to restore life to the club as well as boosting some of our
introductions from this year - especially the club families and development of
the snorkel membership which we have been thinking about how to improve.
Diving with friends has always been the heart of EUSAC and we want to include
as many as possible in this and strengthen our sense of community. There’s so
much enthusiasm for the club and I'm excited to see where Robyn and the team
will take us. 

E x



3rd of April
In one of the most relaxed EUSAC trips to
date, five members made their way out to
Prestonhill Quarry almost as soon as was
possible. 

With a plan set for a single dive each in two
pairs (and Struan Steptoe snorkelling above)
leisure was the order of the day. Yet it's rare
for EUSACers to return to the lockup before
5pm, even for such a small trip!

Ella and Adam were in first, proving that
there is always something new to be found
at the quarry. This time it was toads, lots
and lots of toads. Given that common toads
usually spend their time away from water,
only returning breifly post-hibernation, it's
safe to say that they were... ahem... getting
busy.

Interestingly enough, this trip was 60%
EUSAC Presidents, with the other buddy
pair consisting of Robyn Lindeque and
Charis Walton. Cara Nicholson, you were
missed x

Save Prestonhill Quarry!
Prestonhill quarry is one of the most
accessible sites for EUSAC, lying just the
other side of the Forth, in Inverkeithing. It
has served as an indispensable training site
for us for years now, as well as the only site
within the 5 mile radius travel restrictions.

However, it is now under threat from the
proposed development of 180 houses,
requiring the quarry be filled, resulting in
the loss of this ecosystem as well as the
surrounding  habitats and coastal path. 

Prestonhill is not only an asset to EUSAC
and other nearby dive clubs but is also used
by Police dive teams, Fire and Rescue,
kayakers, fishers, dog walkers and open
water swimmers. Likewise, the coastal path
is beneficial to the local community for
many leisure uses. 

This post-industrial landscape is enjoyed by
humans and wildlife alike, hosting species
such as hedgehogs, bats and gannets. Local
resident Jon Wilson describes it as "the last
green space left in Inverkeithing."

Additionally, the common toads seen there
by EUSAC divers earlier this month are now
protected in the UK and have been declared
a Biodiversity Action Plan priority species.

There is currently a petition with over 5,000
signatures in objection to this development.
If you'd like to support this, you can engage
with the Protect Prestonhill Quarry and
Coastal Path Facebook group and sign their
change.org petition.

Ella Penny and Adam Dunajski at Prestonhill

Five whole months since our last official EUSAC trip, we're back in business! The club
regulators will be back from servicing soon, and we're able now able to travel outside of
Edinburgh. In the meantime, a small band of enthusiastic club members who own their own
kit visited Prestonhill quarry for a shakedown dive at the beginning of the month. Though,
unfortunately, this may not be possible for much longer...

PRESTONHILL QUARRY

https://www.bsac.com/news-and-blog/bsac19conf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biodiversity_Action_Plan
https://www.bsac.com/news-and-blog/bsac19conf


The EUSAC awards night usually occurs at the end of
the academic year and, though we were holding out
hope for the chance to have an in-person celebration,
we came to the end of the calendar year without such
an opportunity. Thus, we inevitably held it online.

* The Heinke Knife is awarded to a
member for outstanding service to
the club.

 

* The Oops Awards is given for
blunders that incur at least a
month's worth of mockery.
(Surprisingly, this is Biddy's first
win!)

 

*The "It'll be fine" Award, goes to
the overly confident who are
inevitably proven wrong.

By now it is a well-established tradition
for EUSAC to celebrate Burns Night 
fashionably late, and this year was no
exception. Alex Phillip and team 
organized the virtual 2021 celebration for 
the 6th of February.

Alex personally delivered everyone's goodie bag and tipple of 
choice. Accompanying the Haggis (or veggie alternative) were a 
selection of Scottish treats (Tunnock's Teacakes, Irn Bru, cheese 
and oatcakes) and the traditional EUSAC flan. We also enjoyed
homemade snacks, thanks to Charis for her tablet and Biddy Hyde
for her “Scottish & Lemon” Shortbread. 

Duncan Mathewson once again broke out his bagpipes for us to 
pipe in the haggises. The trilingual Address to a Haggis was read for
us by Sophie Dawson, Daniel Donald, and Adam Dunajski in French, 
Scots, and Polish respectively.

No Burns supper is complete without a 
healthy dose of speeches- Billy Minns and
Daniel Donald gave the Address to the
Lassies and Cara Nicholson the Reply to 
the Laddies. Of course we topped off the 
night with Auld Lang Syne.

Thanks to Alex and everyone who attended 
for such a fabulous evening!

BURNS NIGHT 2021

2020 Awards Night
Ocean Diver of the Year: Sophie Allard

Crossover Diver of the Year: Robyn
Lindeque

Instructor of the Year: Cara Nicholson

The Heinke Knife: Ella Penny

The Jangus MacKinnon Oops Award:
Biddy Hyde

The "It'll be fine" Award: Everyone who
went on the Sports Diver weekend early
last March and engaged in the customary
"nose-sucking" (rescue breath drills),
blissfully unaware of the year to come.



The club AGM was held on the 23rd of
February and, aside from a quick break to
play Among Us while the votes for
committee were counted, it was jam-
packed with club business. Here's just
some of the highlights:

We began with a review of the last 12
months. Despite the pandemic, EUSAC
members managed a total of 188 dives!
This included crossover dives for 12 new
members, whom we hope to see in the
water very soon.
 
EUSAC also received a good amount of
media attention, with photos shared by
companies such as 4th Element and
articles in BSAC's SCUBA magazine.
Additionally, we re-celebrated Cara
Nicholson and Finn Crossley-Jones
receiving their Colours for Outstanding
Service to Sport last May.

Cara also revealed plans for a North
Coast expedition later in 2021, which she
and Biddy Hyde are working on behind
the scenes. This will be EUSAC's first
self-sufficient expedition in a decade and
will allow members to take an active role
in planning and leading a trip.

During the meeting, members voted in an
addition to the club's constitution (seen
in full to the right) that updates the
committee members' safeguarding
responsibilities. The full-length updated
constitution is now available at
www.eusac.co.uk/admin

The committee for the 2021/22 academic
year was also voted for, to be headed by
Robyn Lindeque.

Addition of Well-Being
Responsibilities to the Club

Constitution
 
 

All committee members shall be
responsible for ensuring the well-
being of all club members. This
can be through keeping an eye
and regularly checking up on

members of their EUSAC Families.
All committee members should
also be constantly checking for
signs of poor mental health in

members. There should be at least
1 committee member who has

some form of mental health
support training and can be a

central point for club members to
go to if they need to chat and the

committee member can direct
them to other services or offer

support. 
 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING



Hi everyone! I’m Robyn and the new President for 2021-2022.
 

I’m so excited to begin this year and see what amazing adventures we can get up to! After a
really tricky but still enjoyable year that was brilliantly led by Ella, I’m hoping to get the club 

  back to diving and having fun. Summer is coming and with   
  restrictions lifting, I’m sure diving will commence soon! Of  

  course, we will be following all SU, BSAC and Sport Scotland 
regulations and we will ensure that you are always up to date with
what we can and can’t do. Just like so many of us, my training was

cut short due to lockdown, so my main priority is making sure
training this year is well organised, no one misses out and

everyone is able to catch up with training. Well-being will also be a
focus for me this year, with Sophie Dawson (our Treasurer)

becoming the Well-Being officer for the SU, we have a great team
and perfect opportunity to really grow our club’s mental health

support. This will be done through campaigns, mental health
training and the continuation of our Families scheme.

 
Last year was rough and at times, pretty mentally draining. I 

know so many of us turn to diving and the brilliant friends we
 have in diving for support. So, this year, my focus is

 to continue making EUSAC a place of support and source of 
fun in everyone’s lives. Can’t wait to see you all above and underwater!

 
 
 

In the previous newsletter, we introduced you to Robocean
- a team of Edinburgh students developing a Remotely
Operated underwater Vehicle capable of replanting
seagrass beds. At the time, they were competing in the Red
Bull Basement competition for students with potentially
world-changing ideas.

Although Robocean unfortunately did not win, they were
chosen as NTT's wildcard and eventually made it from one
of almost 4000 entries to the Top 10!
 
In the following months, they have been featured in a slew
of magazines and podcasts, including EU:SCI's Not Another
Science Podcast?! The team have also been partaking in
digital interviews for NTT and Red Bull Basement.

Last month, Robocean received £500 from the University of
Edinburgh Sustainability's Student Project Grant which
aims to assist student-led projects that promote awareness
and implement actions around social and civic
responsibility issues. They also premiered their snazzy new
logo (top left). 

INTRODUCING OUR NEW PRESIDENT...

ROBOCEAN UPDATE

@robocean_eco



Special Interest Highlight -
Karen Boswarva
Aside from being an Open Water
Instructor, marine habitat mapper, Local
Organiser for BSAC South Scotland, PhD,
and Marine Environment Specialist,
Karen Boswarva is also a friend of EUSAC
(though how she finds the time to help
us with training, we'll never know).

Karen has over a decade of UK diving
under her weight belt, for the last 7 of
which she has been based in Oban on the
west coast.

In her Dive West Scotland webinar on
the 29th of March, Karen gave attendees
a guided tour around a variety of dive
sites right on her doorstep. From
shipwrecks like the Chana, to seagrass
beds and scallops, and of course the Falls
of Lora. Her passion for this part of the
country was infectious and has inspired
multiple EUSAC members to start
brainstorming for west coast trips ASAP.

On the 17th of May, she will be back to
host "SCUBA, robotics and 3D imagery -
what's not to love?"  Highlighting her
PhD research, 3D photogrammetry and
the use of Remotely Operated
underwater Vehicles.

Karen near the Chana

Scavenger Hunts

As Semester 2 comes to a close, we find
ourselves preparing to return to the water.
However we should be cautious in our
approach, especially as we are very much out  
of practice. Once free from exams, we
recommend some theory refreshers before a
full return to diving later this summer.

All BSAC members are able to access a
wealth of online resources from BSAC, not
just diving theory but kit tutorials, skills
refreshers and many special interest
webinars too. If you can handle some more
virtual lectures,
www.bsac.com/training/online-
learning/webinars/ is the place to go.

There is an upcoming roster of webinars but
BSAC also allows access to previously
recorded seminars, e.g. all of the Dive Leader
theory, Boat Handling lectures, and the
wreck diving and expeditions series.

Upcoming events
19th of April:
Diving Safely - Skills Refreshing
Safety Seminar, Jim Watson

19th & 26th of April (two parts):
Traditional Chartwork
Bob Elliot, RYA Yachtmaster Instructor

29th of April:
The Raising of the Kursk
Historical Diving Society: Mike O'Meara,
HDS Chairman

12th of May:
How to be Found at Sea
Lisa Shafe, Neil Withers & Nick Fecher,
RNLI

e-LEARNING

https://www.bsac.com/news-and-blog/bsac19conf
https://www.bsac.com/news-and-blog/bsac19conf


EUSAC has done everything within our power to remain active during the coronavirus
pandemic. Online socials, city-wide scavenger hunts, and, yes, even a bit of snorkelling and
diving when restrictions allowed.

We've been in contact with BSAC directly a number of times, sharing everything we have
managed to achieve in the last year, and even had a few cameos in the SCUBA magazine.
However, the May 2021 issue is different, as we are featured for the Club Focus section

Our Diving Officer, Cara Nicholson, was interviewed for a five-page spread covering EUSAC
at large, the challenges of running a university club, how Covid-19 has affected us and our 
plans for the future.

All BSAC members are able to access this
and previous issues of SCUBA magazine 
for free at 
www.bsac.com/membership/member-
benefits/scuba/iscuba/ 

Additionally, a number of EUSAC photos 
have been selected for addition to BSAC's
stock photo library, so we may feature in
promotional materials for years to come!

www.eusac.co.uk has been going through some changes recently.

Among other updates, we have relaunched our alumni tab, and made it more
functional and interactive. This includes adding a "scrapbook" feature for sharing
memories of EUSAC's past. It would be lovely if members from days gone by
made use of this option and shared with us some of their favourite EUSAC
anecdotes and pictures.

We have also added a newsletter archive and more accessible links to our social 
 media - preserving for posterity is the name of the game!

   We encourage you to take a trip through the website    
   and take advantage of these updates. If you have a 
   suggestion for something you'd like to see on there, 
   please get in touch. You can email Charis Walton (our 
   Funding, Alumni, Publicity and Sponsorships Officer) 
        at s1712585@ed.ac.uk

SCUBA MAGAZINE

WEBSITE UPDATES



Still struggling to get your fix of marine-themed content? Here's some documentary
suggestions from our committee members:

Alien Worlds
In the previous newsletter, we suggested a non-
traditional approach to nature documentaries with My
Octopus Teacher, so we'll continue that here. Casting 
the net wider, this speculative documentary utilises a 
combination of theories about the possibilities for alien 
life and uses the creatures of Earth to inform these 
theories. 

The four-part Netflix series provides a fascinating view 
into the field of astrobiology as well as lots of interesting
content for us marine lovers - diving through cenotes, 
investigating hydrothermal vents, and snorkelling 
through kelp forests. There's even some choice shots of 
Scottish woodland!

 
 

Seaspiracy
A shocking Netflix documentary that takes viewers on a voyage around the world,

exposing the corruption, deception and conspiracy 
that is covering up many of the causes of ocean life 

decimation. The documentary was the most watched 
film on Netflix last week. Directed and narrated by 

filmmaker Ali Tabriz, a Brit in his 20s driven by 
curiosity, passion, and a yearning to discover why the 
ocean he loves is in so much trouble. The film shines a

 light on everything from how important sharks and 
dolphins are to our ecosystems, the hugely damaging
 effects of government supported commercial fishing,

 and the absurdity of focusing on plastic straws. It’s an 
eye opener, and I was shocked at all the horrors that 

go on at sea that we never hear about.
- Finn Crossley-Jones.

CHECK THESE OUT! 
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CONTACT US

KEY CONTRIBUTORS

ROBYN LINDEQUE
Incoming President

Ocean Diver

CHARIS WALTON
Newsletter Editor 

FAPS Officer

ELLA PENNY
Outgoing President
Sports Diver/ADI

EMAIL
clubsu42@ed.ac.uk

WEB
www.eusac.co.uk

FACEBOOK
@EdUniSAC

INSTAGRAM
@edunisac

Special thanks to Alex Philip, Cara Nicholson, Finn Crosssley-Jones, Jon Wilson, and Karen Boswarva
 for their contributions. 


